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On Feb. 28, Guillermo Ungo, secretary general of the National Revolutionary Movement (MNR),
died in Mexico City of a heart attack following complications from two operations. Ungo, 59, had
been hospitalized for five weeks for a brain tumor. Nora Lopez Andreu de Ungo, Ungo's spouse,
said that his body would be transported to El Salvador for burial. Ungo was a candidate for the
National Assembly in elections set for March 10. Independent Salvadoran news agency Salpress
reported that members of the Democratic Convergence, which includes the MNR, met in San
Salvador to choose a replacement. In a March 1 radio broadcast, the Farabundo Marti National
Liberation Front (FMLN) announced a cease-fire for March 2-6. The statement said the rebels would
respond with defense military action in response to military attacks in rebel-controlled territory.
According to the FMLN, "El Salvador has lost one of its most outstanding men," adding that Ungo
was "the most distinguished politician in the nation because of his clean and consistent conduct in
struggle alongside the people." [Following the Oct. 15, 1979, coup by reform-minded junior military
officers, Ungo served as a civilian member of the first junta which governed the country in 1979 and
1980. He resigned on Jan. 30, 1980. Ungo became a leading figure in the Democratic Revolutionary
Front (FDR), founded in April 1980, the month after the assassination of Archbishop Oscar Romero.
In the same year, Ungo fled to Panama, where he resided until 1989. At that time, he returned to El
Salvador to serve as leader of the MNR, an affiliate of the Socialist International. Ungo also served
as SI vice president. Ungo advocated economic reform and social justice, and assumed a leading role
in the early stages of peace talks between the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN)
and the government. Since 1989, the politician's home was targeted several times by death squads
and disgruntled soldiers. Ungo graduated with a law degree from the University of El Salvador and
studied at Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh.] (Basic data from AP, 02/28/91, 03/01/91; AFP,
03/01/91)
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